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Funny Girl is a collection of uproarious stories, rollicking comics, rib-tickling wit, and more, from
25 of today’s funniest female writers for kids.What could be funnier than family? Read stories
about Ursula Brown's grandmother driving her on a road trip to disaster, Lisa Brown's little
brother getting a Tic-Tac stuck up his nose, and Carmen Agra Deedy's mom setting the bathtub
on fire.What could be funnier than friends? Pretty much nothing, as Rita Williams-Garcia shows
two besties hatching a bird-brained scheme to get on to a TV talk show, and Deborah
Underwood introduces a dynamic dog-and-cat duo teaming up on a pet advice column.What
could be funnier than YOU? Tell your future with Mad Libs, discover your Chinese Zodiac sign
with Lenore Look, and learn the best tricks of the comedy trade from professional humorists like
Adrianne Chalepah and Delaney Yeager.With clever contributions from award-winning and
bestselling authors including Cece Bell, Sophie Blackall, Libba Bray, Shannon Hale, Lisa Graff,
and Raina Telgemeier, this anthology of funny girls will make you laugh until you cry. Or cry until
you laugh. Or maybe you won't cry at all. Either way, you'll definitely laugh. Funny Girl isn’t just an
anthology: it’s a cause, a mission, a movement. Girls are funny. Now it’s time for the world to
know it.

* "Stellar. . . . Will surely appeal to a wide audience. "--Kirkus Reviews, starred review* "Certain to
fit the bill for just about any child looking for a good laugh or 20."--Publishers Weekly, starred
review"Timely . . . girl-power humor for the middle-grade set."--The Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books“These stories are bound to engage most readers and tickle ribs.”--School
Library Journal"Hilarious and heartfelt, this won’t only appeal to future funny girls and boys, it’ll
inspire them."--Booklist"Highly recommended."--School Library ConnectionA Junior Library
Guild SelectionNominated for the American Library Association's Notable Children's Books
ListOne of Publisher's Weekly's Best Summer BooksA Chicago Tribune Best Book of the
YearFrom School Library JournalGr 4–6—A collection of hilarious short stories, comics, letters,
and quizzes, geared toward middle grade girls. A range of well-known authors contribute pieces
(Amy Ignatow, Libba Bray, Raina Telgemeier, Ursula Vernon, and Shannon Hale) along with
lesser-known writers. The pinkish cover, depicting a girl dangling upside down and reading
Funny Girl, is appealing, as are the accessible font styles and comic illustrations throughout.
Many of the stories describe bodily functions (farts, poo, pee, and periods all make
appearances), proving boys don't have a monopoly on toilet humor. Though the majority of the
humor is lighthearted and kid-appropriate, some jokes hit a sour note. In the first story, "How To
Tell a Joke" by Delaney Yeager and Mackenzie Yeager, the narrator relates the tale of watching
an antidrug assembly featuring a former drug addict with a prosthetic hand. She explains how
she later imitated the man by putting her own hand inside her shirt and suggests that this is a



good way to get laughs from classmates—a gag she comes back to several times in the chapter.
Readers whose families have experienced addiction or who have physical disabilities are likely
to find these jokes painful rather than chuckle-worthy. Authors and characters come from a
range of backgrounds, including Cuban American, Native American, and Indian American. A
short biography of each author can be found in the back matter. The stories work especially well
when read consecutively, since several jokes recur, but most pieces stand alone. VERDICT With
the exception of the first chapter's insensitivity, these stories are bound to engage most readers
and tickle ribs.—Michelle Anderson, Tauranga City Libraries, New Zealand --This text refers to
an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorBetsy Bird is the Collection
Development Manager of the Evanston Public Library, and the former Youth Materials Specialist
of New York Public Library. Betsy reviews for Kirkus, served on the 2007 Newbery Award
committee, and her children's literature blog, A Fuse #8 Production, is hosted by School Library
Journal. Betsy is the author of the picture book Giant Dance Party (Greenwillow, 2013) illustrated
by Brandon Dorman, and a co-author on the nonfiction book Wild Things: Acts of Mischief in
Children's Literature (Candlewick, 2014) which she wrote with fellow bloggers Julie Danielson
and Peter Sieruta. --This text refers to the library edition.Read more
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What could be funnier than Family?Read about Ursula Vernon’s grandmother driving her on a
road trip to disaster, Lisa Brown’s little brother getting a Tic-Tac stuck up his nose, and Carmen
Agra Deedy’s mom setting the bathtub on fire.What could be funnier than Friends?Pretty much
nothing! Watch Rita Williams-Garcia show two besties hatching a bird-brained scheme to get on
a TV talk show, and Deborah Underwood introduce a dynamic dog-and-cat duo teaming up on a
pet advice column.What could be funnier than YOU?Tell your future with Mad Libs and learn the
best tricks of the comedy trade from professional humorists.

PUFFIN BOOKSAn imprint of Penguin Random House LLC 375 Hudson StreetNew York, New
York 10014First published in the United States of America by Viking, an imprint of Penguin
Random House LLC, 2017Published by Puffin Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House
LLC, 2018Copyright © 2017 by Betsy BirdHere constitutes an extension of this copyright
page.Penguin supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices,
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For Lillian. The original funny girl.
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IntroductionBy Betsy BirdOnce upon a time, I got my superpowers confused.When I was in
middle school, I was convinced that I was basically an invisible ninja. I seemed to have the
otherworldly power to not get noticed by anyone, ever. Here, I’ll give you an example. See this
picture?Okay. Now, did you notice how your eyes just slid across the page to get away from it?
THAT WAS MY POWER! And it was awesome. With this ability I was able to slink through
seventh grade without anyone noticing that they should make fun of me. Even teachers barely
saw me. Bullies would target me for one second and then, like butter falling off a cob of corn,
they’d move on to someone else. I was the queen of Invisibilia.Until I wasn’t.That’s the lesson of
all stories of invisibility, isn’t it? You start to get cocky. You start thinking you can get away with
stuff. And the thing I wanted to get away with was staring at boys.In this particular case the
object of my affection was an older man (an eighth grader) named Andrew Seidel. Here’s what I
knew about him:1) He read National Geographic for fun.This was, to me, the height of
sophistication, so I silently adored him from afar. And I would have gotten away with my creepy
stalking if, for some reason, my cloak of invisibility hadn’t slipped off when I wasn’t looking.One
day I was going to shop class, and there was Andrew walking ahead of me. Excellent. I was an
Olympian when it came to back-of-the-head staring. But then all of a sudden he turned around,
and walked right at me. Not by me. At me. He stopped, looked me dead in the eye, and said
quite clearly, “Look, I know who you are, okay? I know who you are.”First off, that was the last
thing I expected to hear coming out of Andrew Seidel’s mouth. Second, I wasn’t entirely certain it
was true. What he must have meant was that he knew I was staring at him like a freak all the
time. I bet he’d received some advice from his mom on how to deal with me. “Just tell her you
know she exists, honey. That’s all she wants.”There are a lot of things I could have said or done
in that moment. But what my brain elected to do was this: I acted like he was the psycho one.I
looked at the guy, raised one eyebrow (eyebrow raising was one of the only marketable talents
that I knew I had), and said in a voice dripping with distaste, “Uh . . . okay. . .” And I backed away
slowly like he was a rabid dog. Then I turned and walked into shop class, where I puzzled over
what had just happened.The question before me was this: Was I or was I not a husk of my former
self, now destroyed with embarrassment? Because here’s the thing: I could have been. The
object of my affection had just come within a hairsbreadth of getting a restraining order against
me. That’s not good. I should, by rights, have been mortified, begging the nearest handsaw to
come and put me out of my miserable existence immediately.But . . . but . . . it was just so funny!I
mean, come on. You have to admit it. I knew that according to all the magazines and stuff I
heard, I was now supposed to be flailing on the floor, berating myself. My self-esteem, by all
logic, was meant to plummet. I was supposed to care deeply what other people thought of me,
and I did (sorta kinda), but it’s hard to be down on yourself when you find yourself funny. Or when
you find the kernel of humor in dire situations.Thanks to Andrew Seidel (who sort of disappears
from my memory after that point), I figured out who I was that day. I’m not actually invisible.



People see me, and that can sometimes be good and sometimes be bad. But I discovered my
true superpower that day:I have a sense of humor.Let’s say something wacky happens to you.
Like, your mom sets the bathtub on fire in front of a crowd of possible new friends. Or you take a
swim test in your clothes and nearly drown. Let’s say you go to a party and accidentally flash
your entire class. Are you gonna cry about this and carry it to your grave? Are you gonna give
that moment power over you? Or are you going to decide that it’s funny, and own it?I choose the
latter, and so do all the authors in this book. Every single person contributing to Funny Girl (with
the exception of one little brother) was a girl once. And now they’re funny women. Amazing,
fantastic, funny women. Some of them you may already be familiar with. Others will be new to
you. But all of them know that a sense of humor is the best superpower you can have. And guess
what? It can be your superpower, too.

How to Tell a JokeBy Delaney Yeager and Mackenzie YeagerA couple of wise women once said,
“Joke-telling is the greatest superpower a gal can possess.” Those wise women were us. Just
now. While writing this. And you know what? We were right. Nay, are right. The ability to tell a
joke is a great superpower. Some are born with a good sense of humor (just as some are born
incredible forklift operators), but being able to deliver a joke isn’t something you’re just born with.
It takes know-how and lots of practice . . . complete with failures, weird glances, and cricket
noises. But we’re here to help!Before we get into the thick of it, you need to know the one hard-
and-fast rule in joke-telling: confidence. You’re funny! Your best friend knows it! Your family
knows it! You know it! Telling a joke is a way of “putting yourself out there,” and that can feel kinda
scary and risky. But do you know what helps those feelings? Selling it, baby! Telling a joke with
confidence is what it’s all about.Now, let’s learn . . .HOW!TO!TELL!A!JOKE!How to Tell a
Joke . . . at the Dinner Table:The dinner table at home is a great place to start. There is very little
risk involved because everyone there already thinks you’re the coolest. Bonus: food is funny. (For
proof, type “Charlie Chaplin dinner roll dance” into YouTube. Also, “Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure
breakfast.”) And, if you choose the right moment, your dinner table joke could become a family
legend.A DELANEY STORY: One night my dad had worked tirelessly to make tuna noodle
casserole, a meal I had never seen or tried before. It’s a funky-looking dish: picture a cooked
lasagna with noodles and tuna salad. Sounds disgusting, right? It’s dee-LISH. Anyway, Dad calls
us all down for dinner. The family and I are sitting around the table, and he brings out the
casserole. Before he can tell us what it is, six-year-old me pipes up with, “What’re we having for
dinner? Vomit?” Everyone laughed, and it’s referenced at family dinners TO THIS VERY DAY!
That wasn’t the greatest joke ever told, but everyone in the room cracked up! Here’s why: timing,
observation, and surprise.Timing: Our dad had just presented this dish, meaning everyone’s
attention was on the meal. We were all looking at the same thing. Perfect moment for a joke!
Observation: That thing looked gross! Like unidentified cafeteria mush trying to disguise itself as
something normal, but failing. And let’s not pretend that the smell of cooked fish wafting through
the house is very charming either. So, I compared the foreign dish to something I was much



more familiar with: puke.Surprise: Our dad had worked hard preparing this dish. Everyone was
probably expecting a comment more like “Oh, this looks scrumptious! Thank you, Father dear!”
or “Ooh la la, look how fancy and casserole-y!” But instead, I surprised the room with an
opposite reaction. These three techniques can be used in joke-telling anytime, anywhere!How to
Tell a Joke . . . in the Classroom:The classroom—though slightly trickier than the dinner table—is
a perfect joke-telling setting. But be warned, you want to be seen as funny, not the “class clown.”
You know that kid we’re talking about: yells, bothers the teacher, tries too hard to get attention?
While people may laugh at this kid’s jokes, you do not want to be this kid. This kid generally has
VB (visible boogers).A MACKENZIE STORY: One fateful day in third grade, my school was
having an assembly on not doing drugs (as you do), and the speaker had a Luke Skywalker–
esque robot hand. This wasn’t revealed until the climax of his story, when he yelled “I WAS ON
DRUGS AND THE NEXT DAY I WOKE UP IN A DITCH WITH MY HAND CUT OFF!” And then,
to prove to us he wasn’t lying, he rotated his robot hand all the way around, and everyone
screamed because it was terrifying. (Or because some kids weren’t paying attention and were
like, “Hey, Peter, want to play Magic cards after schoo—AHHH WHAT IS THAT GUY’S HAND
DOING?!? I KNEW A ROBOT INVASION WAS UPON US!!!”)About a month later, I had to give a
report to my class on robotics or technology or something I was vaguely terrible at. At the end of
the presentation, without mentioning the former drug addict guy, I rotated a fake hand I was
holding underneath my sleeve. Everyone laughed because it was a simple reference to a shared
experience most had forgotten. At the time, I didn’t know this had a name or a firm place in joke
history. Funny girls, I introduce you to “the callback”—when you make a joke that connects with
something that happened a while ago. The callback, much like a baby spooked by the sound of
its own fart, is almost always funny.How to Tell a Joke . . .in Class When Reading Aloud:There’s
nothing worse than having to listen to someone read aloud in class when they are monotone,
quiet, and petrified. So when it’s your turn, get into it. (I mean, don’t go overboard and come in
dressed like Sarah, Plain and Tall. Unless you want to.) Try doing voices, mouth-based sound
effects, or reading lines that end with an exclamation point in an EXCLAMATORY WAY, LIKE
THIS!If you’re thinking, “Okay, I did it a little bit, but if I keep this voice going, people will get
bored of it,” you’re wrong! They love it! They want more! Your commitment to your reading will
perk people up, make them laugh, and get them into the book. Added bonus: your teacher will
like you more for being enthusiastic. Check-plus in participation, here you come!How to Tell a
Joke . . . at Play Rehearsal:Take an object, and . . . wait for it . . . use it in a way it’s not generally
used! Boom. This is called “prop humor.” Let’s say you’re playing the lovable yet rapacious
orphan Pepper in Annie. Take your orphan broom, put it through the arm of your T-shirt (or dirty
orphan smock, if you’re in dress rehearsals), and pretend to have a wooden arm. Now be an old
sea dog! Or spin it around and scream, “I WAS ON DRUGS AND I WOKE UP IN A DITCH WITH
MY HAND CUT OFF!” . . . Actually that one might not play in this situation. Stick with “sea
dog.”Some of you may be thinking, “That sounds really stupid.” And you are correct. It is really
stupid. But a lot of times, the sheer moronic nature of something is why people laugh.



Remember! If you do something with confidence, it generally won’t fail. Plus, you’re a bored
orphan in musical rehearsal, just tryin’ to get by, so it’s okay.Now go out there and play with
those props that you’re not supposed to be playing with!How to Tell a Joke . . . at a Birthday
Party:Birthday parties are the best place to make grown-ups laugh. And it feels really good to
make old people laugh. It’s like giving to charity, or something. Because old people’s lives are full
of sad, monotonous things like paying taxes, and watching the news, and making sure their
automatic e-mail signatures look professional. Plus, they’re probably stressed, as they’ve been
working so hard to put this party together. They need a good chuckle.There is a very easy
formula for this: pretend like it isn’t a party for kids. Say and do things your parents would say
and do at a grown-up party. For example, when a mom or dad asks what you’d like to drink, say
the name of the drink you want, then say “on the rocks.” Like, “Coca-Cola, on the rocks.” Or, if
you don’t like ice in your drink, say “Coca-Cola, neat.” This is a joke for parents. They’ll like it,
they’ll laugh really hard, and then they’ll go tell the other parents about it. And all your friends will
be like, “Duhhhh, what does that even mean?” And you’ll get to roll your eyes and be like,
“Nothing. It’s just for the adults. Go back to your game of tag, plebes.”Another example: Say
there’s a bouncy house, or some other high-energy activity. A great line while you take a break
is, “I’m getting too old for this.” Or something about how brittle and old your bones are. Maybe
mention your hip problems. The grown-ups will laugh because you are being “ironic,” while also
making them feel understood.How to Tell a Joke . . .When Dealing with a Bully:If someone’s
being mean to you, don’t be mean right back at them. Not only is that too easy, but it’s what your
bully wants you to do. Instead, do something they will never expect: make jokes! If a bully makes
fun of something you’re wearing, a great way to shut them up is to join in. Have a solid joke
prepared about your own outfit, and be ready to say it when that dumb bully gives you an
opportunity.For example: say you’re rockin’ a super-fine pair o’ overalls (which are so back in,
and these two writers are so happy about it). Now, because mean girls wear boring clothes, one
might look you up and down and sneer and go, “What are you wearing?” That’s when you
respond, in a cartoonishly heavy Southern accent, “M’ farm clothes!” and walk away. You’ll have
made a few onlookers laugh, and the mean girl will be totally thrown off, which means you
win.* * *In conclusion, just go for it. There will be times when people make you feel like you’re
not funny, you can’t be funny, or you shouldn’t be funny, just because you’re a girl. Some boys
are intimidated by funny girls. Or some girls who think that being popular or blending in is the
most important thing in the world can also feel threatened or confused by your sense of humor.
When people respond that way, remember that they’re wrong, and then prove it to them with
your own brand of funny. Then go home and read this book written by women who have faced
this same thing all their lives.Now . . . make a fart noise with your mouth, because this paragraph
was way too serious.THE END!
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Heidi Grange, “Amusing collection of stories.. As with most short story collections that I've read,
the quality of the stories varied. I enjoyed some of the stories a lot more than others. Some I
found rather odd such as A Most Serious Recitation of the Poem "Trees" by Joyce Kilmer,
Rendered Most Seriously (and with the utmost care) By The Hand of Cece Bell with a pasted in
picture of Benjamin Franklin debating with a pig, amusing but really odd. There were several
stories that were quite informative (sort of) such as How to Tell a Joke by Delaney Yeager and
Mackenzie Yeager or Brown Girl Pop Quiz: All of the Above by Mitali Perkins.My favorite stories
were In Which Young Raina Learns a Lesson by Raina Telgemeier, which revolves around young
Raina's unfortunate (but hilarious) encounter with a bee. Also, Dear Grandpa: Give Me Money
by Allison DeCamp and One Hot Mess by Carmen Agra Deedy left me with sore ribs from
laughing so hard. In the Dear Grandpa story, a young girl writes letters to her grandpa
demanding money and her grandfather writes back. In One Hot Mess, a young Cuban American
girl explains why her mother always sets the tub on fire when they move into a new place.A
couple of stories may concern some adults/young readers because of the topics, but are funny
because of the truth they contain. The first such story is Over and Out by Lisa Graff which
revolves around Riley's attempts to rescue her sister's fancy bra from a toilet tragedy which
could result in her demise. A Public Service Announcement About Your Period from Sarah T.
Wrigley, Age 12 3/4 by Libby Bray presents the advice of a young person about getting one's
period which is irreverent but funny.Other stories include a brief appearance from Babymouse
(Jennifer Holm and Matthew Holm) as well as an amusing presentation of the Chinese Zodiac.
Some stories cover only a couple of pages, others a dozen pages.The stories also vary in
presentation, with most of the stories being regular prose, but others being in comic format, and
still others combining text and illustration. I think what I enjoyed most about the book was the
clear message that girls can be funny and let their senses of humor shine.”

Bill Jones, “A good laugh is priceless. My 11-year-old was reading the stories to me out loud and
we were both laughing ourselves silly. It was a bonding moment I wouldn't trade for anything. A
good laugh is priceless, especially nowadays.”

Siafa Griffin, “Funniest book on my shelf. My Review (Age 11) for the book Funny Girl edited by
Betsy BirdI’ve got to admit some of the short stories in the book are not as funny as others, but
that doesn't stop it from being the funniest book on my shelf. This book will be sure to put a
smile on your face. I especially enjoy the short comic strips in the book. I love the diverse
collection of stories in Funny Girl, and I think all types of girls my age will enjoy it.”

Irene Gerbrick, “Wonderful and funny book!. The young lady I purchased the book for (8 years
old) loved it. After dinner on the day I gave it to her she read stories from it to her mom, dad,
sister, and 2 brothers. Her mom said it was a great family time of togetherness. I also got a large



home made thank you card from her. ”

C. Taylor, “It is funny and insightful. As a former girl and current teacher, I highly recommenced
this book for current girls 12-14 years old.  It is funny and insightful. A great selection of authors!”

Tracy H., “Good value for money. Bought this book as a stocking filler for my goddaughter she
reads David Walliams books and has read all the Harry Potter so I am sure she will enjoy the
book as she has a good sense of humour and a fabulous imagination”

Webgal, “A bit cheap looking but entertaining read. Bought for a present but don't know what
story is like. The book itself is made of quite low quality paper and writing quite feint.”

LINDA Carruthers, “Good read. 10 years old granddaughter enjoyed this book”

Rachel Wells, “A real giggler!. My 11 year old daughter simply loved reading this book and
giggled all the way through it! Highly recommended.”

The book by Betsy Bird has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 1,586 people have provided feedback.
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